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ATHLETICS

yer, so they taught me to be very academically
inclined. I grew up with science and math
books, not basketballs or baseballs,” he says.
Gatmaytan started golfing on a whim at
age 7 when his dad took him on one of their
regular father-son outings to a driving range.
“I got bored watching, so I wanted to try it
out,” he says.
He played golf for fun at first, but then at
age 13, he got serious. “I decided I wanted
to play Division 1 golf in the U.S.,” he says.
Through an organization called AddedSports Asia, Gatmaytan met the former men’s
golf coach, Betty Kaufmann. “She liked what
she saw in my resume, I liked Chicago and
so by my senior year of high school, I signed
with DePaul,” he says.

“DePaul students are
encouraged to do the
right thing, whether it
is helping an old man
with his heavy bags or
fighting for equality.”

Senior Nik Gatmaytan recorded
the best round by a DePaul
men’s golfer in nearly 15 years.

Flush Shot
Nik Gatmaytan’s Blue Demon career is a hole in one

N

ik Gatmaytan remembers a distinctly
Vincentian moment during his freshman
year at DePaul.
The men’s golf player had only recently
arrived in Chicago from his hometown in
the Philippines when he spotted an elderly
man struggling with heavy luggage on the
‘L’ platform.
“I offered to help the man carry his luggage
onto the train, which he gladly accepted,”
recalls Gatmaytan, now a senior.
Once they were both comfortably on
the train, Gatmaytan smiled at the man and
put in his earphones to listen to music. “A
couple minutes went by, and I felt a tap on my
shoulder. I pulled out one earphone and turned
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around, only to see the man I had just helped
put his hands together, bow and say, ‘xie xie,’
which is ‘thank you’ in Chinese. I smiled and
said, ‘I’m not Chinese, but you’re welcome,’
then put back my earphones,” says Gatmaytan.
A few minutes later the man tried again with
“arigato.” “I laughed and said, ‘I’m not Japanese,
but you’re welcome,’” Gatmaytan told him.
The takeaway? “DePaul students are
encouraged to do the right thing, whether it
is helping an old man with his heavy bags or
fighting for equality,” says Gatmaytan.
Growing up in Quezon City to an academic family, Gatmaytan was late to athletics.
“I didn’t grow up thinking I’d be an athlete.
My dad is a stockbroker and my mom is a law-
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His sports career has been stellar. With a
career scoring average of 74.98 over 45 career
rounds, he recorded the best round by a DePaul
golfer in nearly 15 years with a 6-under 66 in the
third round of the Crusader Collegiate in 2019.
Being a competitive student-athlete is not
easy. Between the constant travel for tournaments, keeping his grades up (he’s a two-time
member of the BIG EAST All-Academic
Team) and participating in activities, he says
it all comes down to time management.
But golf, a mind-body sport, remains his
true love. “The longer I played, the more
I realized how this isn’t a sport dictated
purely by athleticism, but more by skill and
preparation. The things I do outside the golf
course, like how I’m doing in school or how
I’m doing emotionally or mentally, can easily
affect my golf game the next day,” he says.
A marketing major, Gatmaytan plans on pursuing an MS in marketing. Due to COVID-19,
all NCAA athletes received an additional year
of eligibility, but he is also weighing playing
professionally in the United States or Asia.
Whatever his path, Gatmaytan will
remember the lessons he learned at DePaul.
“We’ll hit some bumps on the road, but
regardless of how hard it gets, DePaul students
keep moving forward,” he says.
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Briefs
Tony Stubblefield Named Men’s
Basketball Head Coach

Steve Woltmann/DePaul Athletics

Tony Stubblefield has been named
head coach of the Blue Demons men’s
basketball program. He comes to DePaul
after spending the last 11 seasons at the
University of Oregon. Stubblefield has
more than two decades of experience in
college basketball and is regarded as one
of the nation’s top recruiters. He helped
the Ducks to 10 postseason appearances
that included eight NCAA Tournament
berths, including reaching the Final Four
once and Elite Eight once, along with
three other Sweet 16 appearances.

Blue Demons Knock Off
Nationally Ranked Team

DePaul women’s basketball made some
history last December at Wintrust Arena
after a captivating 86-82 victory over No.
9-ranked Kentucky. It was the first win
over a Top 10 opponent since the 73-72
upset of No. 8 Louisville on the Cardinals’
home court in the second round of the
2016 NCAA tournament. Sonya Morris
led the way for the Blue Demons with 23
points, and Deja Church added 18. DePaul
Athletics Director DeWayne Peevy enjoyed the moment as Kentucky’s former
deputy athletics director.

Tony Stubblefield

Held Named Scholar-Athlete of
the Year

In only her third season with DePaul
women’s basketball, Lexi Held was honored as the BIG EAST Scholar-Athlete
of the Year for women’s basketball. The
junior from Burlington, Ky., a marketing
major who carries a 3.615 grade-point
average, will receive a $2,000 scholarship that may be applied to graduate or
professional studies. Held entered the
postseason averaging 16.9 points per
game to rank eighth in the BIG EAST.
It is the eighth time in 16 seasons as a
member of the BIG EAST Conference
that DePaul has had a student-athlete
capture this top honor.

Sonya Morris Top 10 Finalist for
Prestigious Award

Sonya Morris was selected as one of the
10 finalists for the prestigious Ann Meyers
Drysdale Shooting Guard of the Year
Award after being singled out as a national
candidate earlier this season. The award is
co-sponsored by the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame and the Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association. When

the announcement was made in February,
the junior guard from St. Louis led DePaul
in scoring and was among the leading
scorers in the BIG EAST Conference,
averaging more than 18 points a game.
She scored 20 or more points seven times
during each of her first 13 games.

Taylor Stapleton Named Senior
Associate Athletics Director

Taylor Stapleton has joined the Athletics
Department as senior associate athletics
director for revenue generation and
strategic initiatives. Stapleton also
oversees ticket operations and the sales
and communications departments, as
well as serving as administrator for the
softball and men’s tennis programs.
He comes to DePaul after excelling as
senior director of provider relationships
and education for Healthcare Business
Media Inc. Prior to that position, he
worked at the University of Kentucky
Athletics Department for nearly eight
years, most recently as associate director of ticketing strategy and analytics.
He was the driving force of Kentucky’s
revenue-generation leadership team.

Sonya Morris
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